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DECLAR AT ras 


T is both certain and evident to all men,that the publike Peaceand Happines of any State 
or Kingdomecan not be preſerved, where the Lawes, Liberties and Cuftomes eſtablished, 
by the Lawfull authority init, are openly Tranſgrefſed and Annulled: More eſpecially 
where thealteration of Religion is endeavoured , and that a Religion which is contrary to 
Law is endeavoured to beintroduced : Upon which thoſe who are moſt [ che eh con- 


cernedin ir, are Indiſpenſably bound to endeavour to Preſerve and maintain the eſtblished 
Lawes Liberties and Cuſtomes: and aboveall the Religion and worship of God that is Eſtablis- 
hed among them : And to take ſuch an effectuall care, that the Inhabitants of the ſaid State or 
Kingdome, may neither be deprived of their Religion, nor of their Civill Rights. Which is 
ſo much the more Neceſſary becauſe the Greatnesand Security both of Kings, Royall families, 
and ofall ſuch asarein Authority, as well asthe Happinesof their Subje&sand People , de- 
pend, ina moſt eſpeciall manner , upon the exact obſervation, and maintenance of theſe their 
Lawes Liberties, and Cuſtomes. 

Upontheſegrounds it is, that wecannor any longer forbear, to Declarethat to our great 
regret, wee ſee that thoſe Councellours, who have nowthe chieffe credit with the King, = 
overturned the Religion, Lawes, and Liberties of thoſe Realmes: and ſubje&edthemin all 
things relating to their Conſciences, Liberties, and Properties, to Arbitrary Government : 
and that not only by ſccret and Indirect waies, but in an open andundiſguiſed manner. 

ThoſeEvill Councellours for theadvancing and colouring this with ſome plauſible pretexts, 
did Invent and ſet on foot, the Kings Diſpencing power , by vertue of wich, they pretend that 
according to Law, he can S#ſperd and Diſpence with the Execution of the Lawes, that have 
been ww. by the Authority, of the King and Parliament, for the ſecurity and happinesof 
the Subject and ſo haverendered thoſe Lawes of no effe&t : Tho thereisnothing more certain, 
then that as no Lawes can be made , but by the joint concurrence of King and Parliament , fo 
likewiſe lawes ſo enated,which ſecure the Publike peace, and ſafety of the Nation, and thelives 
and liberties of every ſubject in it, can not be repealedor ſuſpended, but by the ſame authority, 

For tho the King may pardon the punishment, that a Tranſgreſſour hasincurred, and to 
whichhe is condemned , as in the calcoof Zroajf0n Or Felony ; yer it can not be with any colour 
ofreaſon , Inferred from thence, that the King can entirely ſuſpend the exeeution of thoſe La- 
wes, relating to Treaſon or Feloyy: Unlefſeitispretended, that he is clothed with a Deſpo. 
tick and Arbitrary power, and that the Lives Liberties Honours and Eſtates of the Subjects, de- 
pend wholly on his good will and Pleaſure,andareentirely ſubje& to him;which muſt infallbly 
tollow,on theKings having a power to ſ#ſpendthe execution of Lawes,and to diſpence withthem. 

Thoſe Evill Councellours, in order to thegiving ſome credit tothis ſtrangeand execrable 
Maxime, have fo conducted the matter , that they have obtaineda Sentence from the Judges, 
declaring that this Diſptncing power , isaright belonging to the Crown, asifit werein the power 
of the twelve Judges, tootter up the Lawes, Rights, and Likerties, ofthewhole Nation, to 
the King, to be diſpoſed of by him Arbitrarily and at his Pleaſure, andexpreſlly contrary to 
Lawes enacted, for the ſecurity of the Subjects. In orderto the obtaining this Judgment, thoſe 
Evill Councellours did before hand, examineſecretly, the Opinion ofthe Judges, and procu- 
red ſuch ofthem , ascould not in Conſcience concurre in ſo pernicious a Sentence, to be tur- 
ned out, and others to be ſubſtitutedin their Rooms,till by the changes which were made, in 
the Courtsof Judicature they at laſt obtained that Judgment. And they have raiſed ſome to 
thoſe Truſts, who make open Profeſſionof the Popich Religion, tho thoſe are by Law Ren- 
dred Incapableoſall ſuch Employments, | 

It isalſo Manifeſt and Notorious, that as his Majeſtie was, upon his coming to the Crown , 
received and acknowledged by all the ſubjeEtsof England, Scotland, and Ireland, as their King 
without theleaſt oppoſition, tho he made then open profeſſion, of the Popich Religion, ſo he did 
then Promiſe, and Solemnly Swear , at his Coronation , that he would maintain his ſubje&s, in 
theſreeenjoymentof their Lawes, Rights, and Liberties, and in particular, that he would main- 
tain the Church of England as it was eſtablished by Law : Ir is likewiſe certain. that there have 
been at diverſe and ſundry times, ſeverall Lawes enacted for the preſervation of thoſe Rights, 
and Liberties, and of the Proteſtant Religion: andamong other Securities, it has been enac- 
red tharall Perſons whatſoever, that areadvanced to any Eccleſiaſticall Dignity, or to bear Of- 
ſice in either Univerſity, as likewiſe all others, that should be put in any Imployment , Civill 
or Military,should declare that they were not Papiſts, but were of the-Proteſtant Religion, and 
that, by their taking of the Oaths of Allegeance , and Supreamacy and the Teſt, yet thele Evill 
Councellours havein effect annulled and abolished all choſe Lawes, both with relation to Ec- 
cleſiaſticalland Civill Employments, 
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In order to Eccleſiaſticall Dignities and Offices , they have not only without any colour of 
Law, butagainſt moſt exprefſe Lawesto the contrary , ſet up a Commiſſion ofa certain num- 
ber of perſons, to whom they have commitred the cogniſance and direCtion of all Eccleſiaſti- 
call matters: in the which Commiſſion there has been and ſtill is one of His Majeſties Miniſters 
of State , who makes now publike profeſſion of the Popish Religion , and who art the time of 
his firſt profeſſingir, declared that fora great while before, he had beleeved that ro be the on- 
ly true Religion. Byallthis, thedeplorable Statero which rhe Proreſtant Religion is redu- 
cedisapparent, fince the Aﬀairsof the Church of England, are now put into the hands of 
Perſons, who have accepred ofa Commiſhon that is maniteſty Illegal ; and who have execu- 
tedit contrary toall Law: and that now one of their chiete Members has abjured the Proteſtant 
Religion, anddeclared himſelfea Papiſt ; by which he is become Incapable of holding any 
Pablike Imployment : The ſaid Commiſſioners have hitherto given ſuch proof of their ſubmiſ\- 
fion to the direftions giventhem, that there is no reaſon ro doubt, but rhey will {till conti- 
nue to promote all ſuch deſigns as will be moſt aggreableto them. And thoſe Evill Councel- 
lours take care to raiſe noneto any Eccleſiaſticall dignities, but perſons that have no zeal 
for the Proteflant Religion, and thar now hide their unconcernednesfor it, under the ſpecious 
prerence of AZoderation. The ſaid Commiſſioners have ſuſpended the Bishop of Lendo,on- 
ly becauſe herefuſed roobeyanorder , that was ſent him to ſuſpend a Worthy Divine, with- 
out ſo much as citing him before him, to make hisown Defence, or obſerving the common 
formes of procefle. They have turned outa Preſident, choſen !by the fellows of Iagdaler 
Colledge , and afterwards all the Fellows of that Colledge, without ſo much as citing them 
before any Court thar could take legall cogniflance of that affair , or obtaining any Senten- 
ce againſt rhem by a Comperear Judge. And theonly reaſon that was given for turning them 
out , was their refuſing to choole for their Preſident, a Perſon that was recommended to 
them, by the Inſtigation of thoſe Evill Councellours; tho the right ofa free Eleftion be- 
longed undoubredly rothem. Burtthey were turned out of their freeho[ds, contrary to Law, 
and to that expreſſe proviſioninthe Magna Charta; that no man shall looſe life or goods, but by 
the Law of the land. And now theſe Evill Councellours have put the ſaid Colledge wholly in- 
ro the hands of Papiſts, thoas isaboveſaid, they are Iucapable, of all ſuch Employments , 
both by the Law of the Land, and the ſtatutes of the Colledge. Theſe Commiſſioners have 
alſo cited before them all the Chancellours and Archdeacons of England, requiring them to 


certifie to them thenames, of all ſuch Clergymen , as have read the Kings declaration for 
Liberty of Conſcience, and of ſuch as have not read it « withuut evuſiderin g that the reading of ir 


was not enjoined the Clergy by the Bishops , who are their Ordinaries. The 1llegality and 
Incompetency of the ſaid Court of the Ecclefiaſticall Commiſſioners was ſo analy known, 
and itdid ſo evidently appear, thar itrended to the Subverſion of the Prozeſtant Religion , that 
the Moſt Reverend Father in God , William Archbishopof Canterbury, Primate and Metro- 
politan ofall England, ſeeing that it was raiſed for no other end, but to opreſle ſuch perſons 
as wereof Eminent Vertue, Learning, and Piety, refuſed to fitor toconcurre in ir. 

And tho there are many exprefle Lawes againſt all Churchesor Chappells, for the exerciſe of 
the Popish Religion , and alſoagainſtall Monaſteries and Convents, and more particularly 
againſt the order of the Feſ#ites, yer thoſe Evill Councellours have procured orders for the 
building of ſeverall Churches and Chappells, for the exerciſe of that Religion: They have al- 
ſo procured diverſe Monaſteries to be erected, and in conrempr of the Law they have not on- 
ly ſer up ſeverall Colledges of Feſzires, in diverſe places, for the corrupting of the youth, bur 
have raiſed up one of the Order to bea Privy Councellour and a Miniſter of State. By all which 
they doe evidently chow, that they are reſtrained by norulesor Law whatſoever ; bur thar 
they have ſubjected the Honours and Eſtates of the ſubjects, and the eſtablishr Religion ro a 
Deſpotick power andrto Arbitrary Government : in all which they are ſerved and feconded 
by thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners. 

They haveallo followed the ſame methods with relation to Civill affairs : For they have 
procured ordersto examineall Lords Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenants, Sheriffs, Juſtices 
of Peace , andall others that werein any publike Imployment, if they would concurre with 
the King in the repeal of the Teſt and Penal Lawes: andall ſuch, whoſe conſciences did nor 
ſufferthem to comply with their deſignes, were turned out ; and others were put in their pla- 
ces, whothey beleeved would be more compliant ro them, in their deſigns of deteating the 
intent and Execution of thoſe Lawes, which had been made with ſo much care and caution 
for the ſecurity of the Proreſtanrt Religion. And in many of theſe places they have put profeſſed 
Papiſts, tho the Law hasdifabled them, and warranted theſubje&snot to have any regard to 
their Orders. 

They have alſo invaded the Priviledges, and ſeiſed on the Charters of moſt of thoſe 
Towns that have a righr to be repreſented by their Burgeſſesin Parliament : and have procu- 
red ſurrenders to be made of them, by which the Magiſtrates in them have delivered up all 
their Rights, and Priviledges, to be diſpoſed of, at the pleaſure of thoſe Evill Councel- 
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DECLAR ATE 
lours: who have thereupon placed new Magiſtrates in thoſe Towns , ſuch as they can molt 
entirely confidein: and in many of them , they have put Popiſh Magiſtrates notwithſtanding 
the Incapacities under which the Law has put them. 

And whereas no Nation whatſoever can ſubfiſt without the adminiſtration of good and im- 
partiall Juſtice, upon which mens Lives, Liberties, Honours and Eſtates doe depend ; tho- 
ſe Evill Councellours have ſubjected theletoan Arbitrary and Deſpotick power: In the moſt 
imporrant affairs they have ſtudied rodiſcover before hand the Opinions of the Judges; and 
have rurnedoutſuch , asthey found would not conform themſelves to their intentions: and 
have pur others in their places , of whom they were more afſured, withour having any regard 
to theirabilities. And they have nor ſtuck to raiſe even profeſſed Papiſtsro the Courts of Ju- 
dicature, notwithſtanding their Incapacity by Law, and that no regard isdue to any Senten- 
ces flowing from them. 'They have carried this ſo far, as ro deprive luch Judges, who in the 
common adminiſtration of Juſtice, shewe rhat they weregoverned by their Canſciences, and 
not by thedirections which the others gave them : By which ir is apparent that they deſigne, 
to render rhemſelves the ablolute Maſtersof the Lives, Honours , and Eſtatesof the ſubje&s, 
of what rank or dignity ſoever they may be: and that withour having any regard either to the 
equity of the caute , or to the conſciences of the Judges, whom they will have to ſubmit inall 
things to their own will and pleaſure: hoping by ſuch waiesto intimidate thoſeother Judges, 
whoare yetin Imployment, asalio ſuch others, as they shall think fir to putin the Rooms of 
thoſe whom they have rurned out; and ro make them fee whar they muſt look for, if rhey 
Shouldart any timead in the leaſt contrary to their good liking : and rhar no failingsof that kind, 
are pardoned, in any perſons whatſoever. A great deale of blood has been shed in many places _ 
of the Kingdome, by Judgesgoverned by thole Evill Councellours, againſt all therulesand 
_ of Law; withour to much as ſuffering the perſons that were acculcd to plead intheirown 

efence. ſe 

They have alſo, by putring the adminiſtration of juſtice in the hands of Papiſts, broughr 
all the marrers of Civill Juſtice into great uncertainties: with how much exaCtnes and Juſtice 
{oever that theſe Sentences may have been given. For ſince the Lawesof the Land doe not on- 
ly exclude Papilts from all places of Judicarure, but have put them under an Incapacity, none 
are bound toacknowledge or to obey their Judgements, andall Sentences given by them , are 
null and void of themmlelves: fo tharall perſons who have been caſt in trialls before ſuch Popish 
| Judges, may juſtly look on their prerended Sentences, as having no more forcethen the Sen- 
Fob rences of any private and unauthoriſed perſon wharſoever. So deplorable is thecale of the Sub- 
jets, who areobliged ro anſwer to ſuch Judges, that muſt inall rhings ſtick to the rules which 
are ſer them by thoſe Evill Councellours, who as they raiſed them up to thoſe Imployments, 
ſocanturnrhem our of them at pleaſure; and who can never beeſteemed Lawfull Judges: fo 
that all their Sentencesarein the Conſtruction ot the Law, oft no forceand efficacy. They ha- 
ve likewiſe diſpoſed of all Military Imployments, in the fame manner: For tho the Lawes ha- 
ve not only excluded Papiſtsfrom all (uch Imployments, bur have in particular provided that 
they should be difarmed; yer they in contempt of thoſe Lawes, have not only armed the Pa- 
piſts, but havelikewiſe raiſed them up to the greateſt Military Truſts, both by Sea and Land 
and that Strangers as well as Natives, and Irish as well as English, that ſo by theſe means 
they having rendred themſelves Maſters both of the aftairsof the Church, ofthe Government 
of the Nation , andofthecourſeot Juſtice, and ſubjected them all roa Deſpotick and Arbi- 
rrary power, they might bein a capacity to maintain and execute their wicked deſigns by the 
alliſtanceof the Army , and thereby to enſlave the Nation. | 
DE The diſmall effects of this ſubverſion of the eſtablished Religion, Lawes and Liberties in 

England appear more evidently to us, by what weeſeedone in lreland: where the whole Go- 

vernment is putin the handsof Papiſts, and where all the Proteſtant Inhabitants are under the 

” daily fearsof what maybe juſtly apprehended fromthe Arbitrary power which isſerupthere : 

which has made great numbersof them leave that D—_— and abandon their Eſtates in it, 
remembring well that cruell and bloody Maſſacre which fell out inthar I{landinthe year 164.1. 

Thoſe Evill Councellours have alſo prevailed with the King to declarein Scotland that he is 
clothed with Abſolute power, and that all the ſubjects are bound 70 obey him without Reſerve : 
upon which he has aſſumed an Arbitrary power, both over the Religion and Lawes of that 
Kingdome: trom all which itis apparent, what isto be looked forin England, as ſoon as mar- 
tersare duely prepared for it. 

Thoſe great and inſufterable Oppreſſions, and the open Contempt ofall Law , together 
with the apprehenſions of the ſad conſequences that muſt certainly follow upon it, have pur 
the ſubje&s under great and juſt ſears; and have made them look after ſuch lawtull remediesas 
area{lowed of inall Nations: yetall has been without efte&t. And thoſe Evill Councellours ha- 
ve endeavoured to make all men apprehend rhe loſe of their Lives, Liberties, Honours and 
Eſtates, it they should goe about to preſerve themſelves from this Oppreſſion by Petirions, 


Repreſentations, oc other means authoriſed by Law. Thus did they proceed with the "og 
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shop of Canterbary, and the other Bishops , who having offered a moſt humble petition to the 
King , intermes full of Reſpe&t , and not exceeding the number limited by Law, in which 
they ſet forth in short the Reaſons for which they could not obey that order , which by the In- 
ſtigation of thoſe Evill Councellours was ſent them , requiring them to appoint their Clergy 
to readin their Churches the Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience ; wereſentto priſon and af- 
terwards broughtto a Triall , as if they had been guilty offſomeenormous Crime. They were 
not only obliged to defend themſelves in that purſute, bur to appear before profeſſed Papiſts , 
who had nor taken the Teft and by conſequence were men whoſe intereſt led them to condem- 
ne them; and the Judges thar gave their opinion in their favours were therupon turned our. 
Andyer it can not be pretended that any Kings, how great ſoever their power has been, and 
how Arbitrary and Deſpotick ſoever they have been in the exerciſe of it, have everreckoned 
it a crimefor their Subjes to come in all ſubmiſſion and reſpe&, and in a duenumber , nor 
exceeding the limits ofthe Law, and repreſent tothem the reaſons thar made it impoſſible for 
them to obey their orders. Thoſe Evill Councellourshavealſortreated, a Peer of the Realme, 
| asacriminall, only becauſe he ſaid that the ſubjects were not bound to obey the ordersof a Po- 
pisb Juſticeof Peace: tho it is evident , that they being by Law rendred incapable of all ſuch 
truſt, no regard is dueto their orders: This being the ſecurity which the people have by the Law 
for their Lives, Libertics, Honours and Eſtates,thar they are not to be ſubjected rothe Arbitrary 
procedings of Papiſts, that ate contrary to Law, putintoany Employments Civill or Milicary, 
Both Wee our ſelvesand our Deareſt and moſt Entirely Beloved Conſort, the Princeſle, ha- 
veendeavoured to Hgnify in termes full of reſpect to the King the juſt and deep regret which 
all cheſe Proceedings have given us; and in Compliance with His Majeſties deſires {ignified to 
us, Weedeclared both by word of mouth, to his Envoy, andin writing , whatour 'Thoughts 
were touching the Repealing ofthe Teſt and Penall Lawes ; which wee did in ſuch a manner, 
that Wee hoped Vee had propoſed an Expedient, by which the Peace of thoſe ——_ , 


and a happy aggreement among the Subjects, of all Perſuaſions, might havebeen ſerled: bur 


thoſe Evill Councellours have put ſuch ill Conſtruftionson theſe our good Intentions, thar 


they have endeavoured to alienatethe King more and more from us: as if Wee had deſigned 
rodiſturb the quiet and happines of the Kingdome. 

The laſt and great Remedy for all thoſe Evills, is the Calling of a Parliament , forſecuring the 
Nation againſt the Evill practiſes of thoſe wicked Councellours: but this could not be yet com- 
paſſed, nor can it be eaſily brought about. For thoſe men apprehending that a lawful Parlia- 
ment, being once aſſembled they, would be brought to an account for all their open violations 
of Law, and for their Plotsand Conſpiracies againſt the Proteſtant Religion, and the Lives 
and Libertiesof the Subjects, they have endeavoured under the ſpecious Pretence of Liberty of 
Conſcience; firſt to ſow diviſions among Proteſtants, between thoſe of the Church of England 
andthe Difſenters: The deſigne being laid to engage Proteſtants, that are all equally concer- 
ned, to preſerve themſelves from Popish Oppreſſtion, into mutuall quarrellings; that ſo by the- 
ſe, ſome advantages mighr be given to them to bring about their Deſignes; and that both in the 
Ele&ion ofthe Membersof Parliament , andafterwardsin the Parliament ir ſelfe. For they ſee 
well that ifall Proteſtants, could enter into a mutuall Good Underſtanding, one with another, 
and concurre together in the Preſerving of their Religion, it would not be poſlible for them to 
compaſletheir wicked ends. They havealſo required all Perſons in the ſeverall Counties of 
England, thatcither were inany [mployment, or werein any conſiderable Eſteem, to declare 
before hand, that they would concurre in the Repeal of the Teſt and Penal Lawes ; and that they 
would givetheir voices in the Eletions to Parliament, only for ſuch as would concurre ia ir. 
Such as would not thus preingage themſelves were turned out of all Imploymeats; and others 
who entred into thoſe engagements were put intheirplaces, many ofthem being Papiſts: And 
contrary to the Chartersand Priviledges of thoſe Burroughs, that havea right to ſend Burgeſ- 
ſes to Parliament, they have ordered ſuch Regulations to be made , as they thought fir and ne- 
ceſſary, for aſſuring themſelves of all the Members, that are to be choſtn by ob Corpora- 
tions: and by this means they hope to avoid that Punishment which they have Deſerved: tho 
it isapparent, that all Acts made by Popish Magiſtratesarenull , and Voidof themſelves; So 
that no Parliament can be Lawfull, for which the Elections and Returns are made by Popish 
Sheriffs and Majorsof Touns ; and therefore as long as the Authority and Magiſtracy isin ſuch 
hands, it is not poſſible to haveany Lawfull Parliament. And tho according to the Conſtitu- 
tion of the English Government, and Immemoriall Cuſtome, alle Elections of Parliament men 
ought to be made with an Entire Liberty without any fort of force, or the requiring the Elec- 
tors to chooſe ſuch perſons as hall be named to them, and the Perſons thus freely Elected, 
ought to give their Opinions freely, upon all Matters, that are brought betore them , having 
the good of the Nation ever before their Eyes, and following in all things the diCtates of their 

Conſcience, yet now the People of England can not expect a Remedy from a tree Parllament , 
Legally Calledand Choſen. Butthcy may perhaps ſee one Called, in which all Elections will 


becaricd by Fraudor Force, and which will be compoſed of ſuch Perſons , of whomthoſe Evill 
Coun- 
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DECLARATION © 
Councellours hold themſelves wel affured, in which all things will be carried on according to 
their Direfion and Intereſt , without any regard tothe Good or Happines of the Nation. 
Which may appear Evideatly from this, that the ſame perſons tried the Members of the laſt 
Parliament”, togain them ro Conſent to the Repeal of the Teſt and Penal Lawes, and procured 
that Parliament to be diſſolved , when they found rthar they could nor, neither by promiſesnor 
Threatnings, Prevail with the Members to Comply with their wicked Deſigns. 

But to Gm all , thereare Great and Violent Preſumprions, Inducing us to Beleeve , that 
thoſe Evill Councellours,in order to the carrying on of their ill Defignes,and to the Gaining ro 
themſelves the more time for the EffeCting of them, for the encouraging of their Complices, and 
for the diſcouraging of all Good Subje&ts , have published thar the Q«eex hath bronghr forth a 
Sox: thothere have appeared both during the Queens pretended Bignes, and inthe mannerin 
which the Birth was managed, ſo many juſt and Viſible grounds of ſuſpition , that not only wee 
our ſelves, but all the good ſubje&tsotrhoſe Kingdomes, doe Vehemently ſuſpe& , thar the 
pretended Prince of Wales was not born by the Q#cen. Andait is notoriouſly known toall the 
world, that many both doubted of the Queens Bignes,and of the Birth of the Child, and yer the- 
re wasnot any one thing done to Satisfy them, or to putan end to their Doubts. 

And finceour Deareſt and moſt Entirely BelovedConſort, the Princeſſe,and likewiſe weeOur 
Selves, have ſo great an Intereſt in this Matter,and ſuch a Right, asall the world knows , tothe 
Succeſſion to the Crown, Since alſo the Englishdidin the year 1672. when the States Generall 
of the United Provinces, werelnvaded,in a moſt Jujuſt warre,uſe their utrermoſt Endeavours to 
put anendto that Warre, andthat in oppoſition to thole who werethenin the Government:and 
by their ſo doing, they run the haſard, of loſidy, both the ſavour of the Court,and their lmploy- 
ments; And ſince the English Nation has ever teſtified a moſt particular Aﬀection and Eſteem, 
borh ro our Deareſt Conſort the Princeſſe, and to Our ſelves, W £ £ cannot excuſe our (elves 
from eſpouling their Intereſts, in a matter of ſuch high Conſequence, an{from Contriburing all 
that lies in us, for the Maintaining both of the Proteſtant Religion,and of tht Lawes and Lien 


_ tiesof thoſe Kingdomes,and for the Securing rothem,the Conrinuall Enjoyment of all their juſt 


Rights. Tothe doing of which, weeare molt Earneſtly Solicited by a Great many Lords, both 
Spirituall and Temporall, and by manny Gentlemen and other ſubjects of all Ranks. | 
THEREFORE itis, that wee have thought fir to goe over to England , and to Carry over 
with usa force, fufficient by the bleſſing of God, todetend us from the Violence of thoſe Evill 
Councellours, AND wEE beiog wl_ that our Intentiousin this,may be Rightly Under- 


ſtood, havefor this end prepared this Declarationin which as wee have hithertogiven a True 
Account of the Reaſnneladucing Us T0 1r,50 wee how think fir ro DECLARE tharthisour Expe- 


dition, is intended for noother Deſigne, but to haveatreeand lawfull Parliament aſſembled , as 
ſoonasis poſſible: and that in order tothis, all rhe late Charters by which the Ele&tionsof Bur. 


geſlesare limited contrary to the Ancient cuſtome, shall be confideredasnull and ot no force:and 


likewiſeall Magiſtrates who have been Injuſtly rurned our, shall forthwith reſume their former 
Imployments, as well as all the Borroughs of England $hall return againto their Antieat Pre- 
ſcriptions and Charters: And more particularly that the Ancient Charter ofthe Great and fa- 
mous Ciry of London, shall again bein Force: Andthatthewritts for the Members of Parlia- 
ment shall beaddreſſed to the Proper Officers, according to Law and Cuſtome. Thar alſo none 
be ſuffered ro chooſe or to be choſen Members of Parliament, bur ſuch as are qualified by Law: 
And that the Members of Parliament being thus lawfully choſen they shall meer and fit in full 
Freedome ; that ſo the Two Houſes may concurre inthe preparing of ſuch Lawes,as they upon 
full and free debare,shallJudge neceſſary and convenient, both for the confirming and executing 
the Law concerning the Te and ſuch other Lawes asare neceſlary for the Security and Main- 
renance of the Proteſtant Religion, as likewiſe for making ſuch Lawes as may eſtablish a good 
aggrecment between the Church of England,and all Proteſtant Diffenters, as alſofor the cove- 
ring and ſecuring ofall ſuch, who will live —— the Government as becomesgood 
Subjects, from all Perſecution upon the account of their Religion, even Papiſts themſelves nor 
excepted;and for thedoing of all other things, which the T'wo Houſes of Parliament shall find 
neceffary for the Peace, Honour, and Safcty of the Nation,ſo that there may be no more danger 
of the Nations falling at any time hereaſter, under Arbitrary Government. Tothis Parliament 
wee will alſo referrethe Enquiry into the birth of Pretended Princeof Wales, and ofall things 
relating to it and to the Right of Succeſhon. 

And Weefor our part will concurrein every thing,that may procure the Peaceand Happines 
of the Nation,whicha Freeand Lawfull Parliamentshall determine;Since wee have nothing be- 
foreour eyesin this our undertaking,but the Preſervarion of the ProteſtantReligion, the Cove- 
ring ofall meatrom Perſecution for their Conſciences,and the Securing to the wholeNation the 
freeenjoyment of all their Lawes,Rights and Liberties,undera Juſt and Legall Government. 

This is the deſigne, that weehave Propoſed to our ſelves, in Appearing uponthis occaſion in 
Armes: In the Conduct of which, Wee wil keepthe Forces under our Command, under all the 


Strictnes of Martiall Diſcipline:and take a ſpeciall Care, thatthe Peopleof the Countries _ 
whic 
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which weemuſt march; shall not ſufter by their means: and as ſoon as the State of the Nation 
will admit of it , Wee promiſe that wee wil ſend backall thoſe Forreigne Forces, that wee have 
broughtalong with us. * 

Weedoe therefore hopethat all People will judgerightly of us, and approve of theſe our Pro- 
ceedings: Bur wee chiefly rely on the bleſſing of God, tor the ſucceſle of thisour undertaking,in 
which Wee place our whole and only Confidence. EE 

Weedoe in the laſt place, inviteand require all Perſons whatſoever, All thePeers of the Real- 
me,both Spirituall and Temporal , all Lords Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenants, and all Gent- 
lemen, Citiſensand other Commons of all ranks,to come and a(liſt us,in order tothe Executing 
of this our Deſigne; againſt all ſuch as shall Endeavour to Oppoſe us; that ſo wee may prevent 
all thoſe Miſeries, which muſt needs follow upon the Nations bg kept under Arbitrary Go- 
vernment and Slavery'; And that all the Violences and diſorders, which have overturned the 
wholeConſtirution of the English Government , may be fully redrefſed, ina FxEz anD 
LEGALL PARLIAMENT. 

And Wee doe likewiſe reſolve that as ſoon as the Nationsare brought to a ſtate of Quiet, Wee 
will take care that a Parliament $hall be called in Scorlard , for thereſtoring the Ancient Conſti- 
rution of that Kingdome,and tor bringing the Matters of Religion to ſuch a Setlemenr,that the 

eople may liveealy and happy, and for putting an end toall the Injuſt Violences that have 
a. in a courſe of ſo many years Committed there. 

Wee will alſo ſtudy to bring the Kingdomeof 7reland to ſuch a ſtate,that the Setlemen there 
may be Religiouſly obſerved: and that the Proteſtant and Brittish Intereſt there , may be ſecu- 
red. And wee will endeavour by all poſſible meafis, to procure ſuch an eſtablishmenr in all the 
Three Kingdomes, that they may all live in a happy Unionand Correſpondence together ; and 
that the Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace, Honour, and Happines of thoſe Nations, may be 


eſtablizhed upon Laſtipg Foundations. 


Given under our Hand and Seal, atour Court in the Hague, the tenth day of October in the 


year 1688, 


WILLIAM HENRY, Prince or ORANGE. 


By his Highneſſes ſpeciall command 


AF wee had po and printed this our Decla- 

ration, wee have underſtood , that the ſubverters 
of the Religion and Lawes of thoſe Kingdomes , hea- 
ring of our Preparations, to aſliſt the People againſt 
them, have begun to retract ſome of the Arbitrary 
and Defpotick powers, that they had aſſumed, and ro 
vacate {ome of their Jujuſt Nownents and Decrecs. 
The ſenſe of their Guilt, and the diſtruſt of their for- 
ce , have induced them to offer to the City of London 
ſome ſ{ceming releefe from their Great Oppreſſious : 
hoping thereby to quiet the People, and to divert 
them from demanding a Secure Reeſtablishment of 
their Religion and Lawes under the shelter of our Ar- 
mes: They doeallfo give ont that wee Intend ro Con- 
quer and Enſlave the Nation , And therefore itis that 
wee have thought fit to adde a few words to our De- 
claration. 

Wee are Confident, that no perſons can have ſuch 
hard thought of us, as to Imagine that wee have any 
other Defigne in this Undertaking , then to procure a 
ſcrlement of the Religion and of the Libexzics and 
Properties of the ſubjects upon ſo ſure a foundation , 
that there may be no danger of rhe Nations relapſing 
into the like miſcries at any time hereafter. Atl as the 
forces that wee have op along with usF are ut- 
terly diſproportioned to that wicked deligne of Con- 
quering the Nation, if wee were Capable of Intending 
it, ſo the Great Numbers of the Principall Nobility 
and Gentry, that are men of Eminent Quality and 
- Eſtates, and perſons of known Integrity and Zeal both 
for the Religion and Government of Engeland , many 
of them being alſo diſtivguished by their Conſtant fi- 
delity to the Crown , who doe both accompany us in 
this Expedition , and have carncſtly ſolicited us to ir, 
will coyer us'from all ſuch Malicious Infiayations : 
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His Highneſſes Additional Declaration. 


For it is not to be imagined, that cither thoſe who ha- 
ve Invited us, or ha thatare already come to aſliſt 
us, can joyne in a wicked attempt of Conqueſt, to ma- 
ke void their own lawfull Titles to their Honours , 
Eſtates and Intereſts : Wee are alſo Confident that all 
men ſec how litle weight there is to be laid,on all Pro- 
miſes and Engagments that can be now made: figce 
there has been ſolitle regard had intime paſt , to the 
moſt ſolemne Promiſes, And as that Imperfeit redrel[- 
ſe that is now offered, is a plain Confeſſion of thoſe 
Violations of the Government that wee have ſet forth; 
So the Defectivenes of it is no lefle Apparent : for they 
lay doune nothing which they may not take up at 
Pleaſure; and they reſerve entire and not ſo much as 
mentioned, their $! Foes and pretences to an Arbitra- 
ry and Deſpotick power : which has been the root of 
all their Oppreſſion , and of the torall ſubverſion of 
the Government. And it is plain , that there can be no 
redrefſe nor Remedy offered bur in Parliament: by a 
Declatation of the Rights of the Subjeas that have 
been invaded: and net by any Pretended Acts of Gra- 
ce, to which the extremity of their affairs has dri- 
ven them. Therefore it is that wee have thought fir to 
declare, that wee will referreall ro a Free Aſſembly 
ofthe Nation, ina Lawfull Parliament. 

Given under our Hand and Seal, at our Court in the 
Hague , the 24. day of October in the year of our 
Lord 1688. 


WILLIAM HENRY, PRiNcs 0x ORANGE. 
By his Highneſſes ſpeciall Command 
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